


When you have a question about FISTS, go to
the source for the correct answer.
Posting your question on a chat room or email
reflector may result in a lot of opinions,
but your best bet is to ask the FISTS volunteer
responsible for the topic - or look on the web
page (http://www fists.org) Please put the word
“FISTS” somewhere in the title of your email. This
will help the volunteer recognize that your email is
not spam.

For questions about: Awvasis and Cestiflontes con-
tacta; Dennis Franklin, K6DF, fistsawards@fists.
org: 4658 Capitan Dr, Fremont CA 94536

The QEL Pwress contact:Stan Reas, K4UK,
stank4uk@rev.net, 1020 Long Island Dr,
Moneta VA 24121-1952

FISTB Chab Calll : Active USA FISTS may use
KNOWCW w/ permission fromTrustee Karl Zuege,
KBI1DSB, hmc.ret.karl@myfairpoint.net: 2176
Drake Rd, Bomoseen VT 05732

Them D POSIRE, call changes, name chang-
es contact Ed Hayes, N7CFA, n7cfa@msn.com:
2628 Lilac St, Longview WA 98632-3525

To get-an applioation or semple Keynote scnt to

a potential member contact Jim Ranieri, AA9LS,
aa9ls@turbotoads.com, 33778 Rebecca Rd, Kings-
ton IL 60145

Wb page changes and suggestions, get-

ting your personal or club webpage linked,
contact: Webmaster Bill Myers, KK4KF, kk4kf@
cox.net

Club proseniation padkeis contact Joe Spencer,

KK5NA, kkSna@kkSna.com, 3618 Montridge Ct,
Arlington TX 76016

Code Puddy volunteers and buddies contact Nick
Yokanovich, K3NY & The Historical Electronics
Museum ARC, k3ny@cablespeed.com: 108 Arnold
MD 21012

Spelat logs and questions contact Gil Woodside,

wallad@cox.net, 30 Hilltop Ave West Warwick RI
02893-2825

Stzeight Key Contest

contact Lee Hallin, N7NU, hallinl@lanecc.edu,
3413 Walton Ln, Eugene OR 97408

Cinb Supplies (pins, patches, window clings) contact
Irene Kott, WOSE, paypal orders to fists@tir.com
44609 N. Bunker Hill Dr, Clinton Two MI 48038.
Some shirts and plastic travel mugs are available -
contact Nancy WZ8C nancy@tir.com, for availability

Questions not covered sbowe contact:

Nancy Kott WZ8C nancy@tir.com, PO Box 47 Had-
ley MI 48440. 810 797-2033 is currently unavailable,
but you can reach Nancy or leave a message at 810
338-5335.

Fisase chack your Jebel

Sor your seaowal month/yess.
Dues are $15 per year, payable to FISTS CW Club PO-

Box 47, Hadley MI 48440 or via paypal to fists@tir.
com Articles and photos for the Keynote are
always appreciated!

In This Issue:
Editorial
FIRE! At FISTS HQ
Welcome to the New FISTS
K2LSD operating FD at WIAW
Featuring our “cover stars” -
The QSL Bureau



"When You’ve Worked a FIST, You've Worked a Friend”

North American Memo Issue 4, 2010

- Igllg%tsact: Nancy Kott WZ8C, PO Box 47, Hadley MI 48440 nancy@tir.com 810-338-5335
1 )

Rumors were making the rounds via the internet, but contrary to what you may have heard, I am not in
the hospital, there ARE FISTS on the air, and FISTS is alive and well. I apologize for the lack of “regular”
Keynotes. We had a fire at FIST HQ and I lost all paper correspondence and other paperwork, the FISTS
computer, printer, etc. If you have sent an email, article or letter that I haven’t answered or printed, please
send it again The FISTS membership data was backed up in several places off-site, so we were able to
recover the most important things. Anyway, we're back “in business” but I'm still learning how to use this
new software we acquired to do the Keynote.

This won't be a normal Keynote, but hopefully I will muddle through the manual and learn how to set up
a proper newsletter. PO Box 47 is still operational, and my cellphone number is at the top of the page ;
the one at HQ won'’t be functional until we move back in to the office.

On the fun side of things, we now have a page on Facebook! Do a search on us, and become a “friend” or

“fan’} as it is called when it’s a club. Please keep in mind that Facebook is a public forum and anything
you post may be read by anyone, anywhere, and will probably be in cyberspace for eternity. If you have
an axe to grind or problem, please take it up with me or one of the volunteers before flaming Facebook.
FISTS was created to make friends on the bands and encourage newcomers! We don’t want FISTS to get
the reputation of being snobs and whiney elitists. Encouraging words, offers of skeds, talk about keys and
ham related items are more than welcome. Be careful not to fall into the trap of spending time on the
computer looking for skeds - get on the air and call CQ as intended. Youd be surprised how many are

listening but too intimidated to put out the first CQ.

If your club has a web page that is linked to the FISTS page http://www.fists.org, please take a moment to
check that the link is still operational. I looked at a few of them the other day, and more than a couple had
an incorrect URL or the club had disbanded. If you want to update your club web link, or add one, drop
Webmaster Bill a note and he will update them as he gets the time.

Will the OM’s who volunteered to handle the K7QO Code Course disks and the email list please contact
me at nancy@tir.com?

So without further ado, here is a barebones Keynote for your enjoyment. Thanks for your patience...and
thanks to the ZL Chapter for allowing the reprinting of their newsletter. 73 88 33 Nancy WZ8C



Quick action saves historic Hadley building from fire -Earhart Building dates to 1902

Photos and article by Nancy Elliot - County Press Newspaper

Hadley and Elba Township firefighters were called out Wednesday morning to the Earhart Building in
downtown Hadley.

HADLEY — Late Wednesday morning, workers at Warren Design in the historic Earhart Building at
3529 Hadley Road in downtown Hadley noticed a smell and wandered out to investigate. They spotted
smoke rolling out from under the eaves at the front of the building. The windows were charred black and
they were hot to the touch. “You could feel the heat,” said Bob Warren. He wasted no time dialing 911.

Nancy Kott arrived at her office in the building just in time to hand the keys to the front door over to
the arriving firefighters. She runs the International Morse Preservation Society in the facility, serving a
worldwide membership of 15,000 in the FISTS CW Club.

Firefighters from Hadley and Elba Townships responded so quickly that the fire never got a chance to
spread. They doused the fire with 300 gallons of water. Metamora Township Fire Department was also
dispatched for a tanker assist but quickly canceled.

The cause of the fire is as yet undetermined, but the apparent source of the blaze was tossed out to the
sidewalk — a combination printer copier machine that likely had an electrical short.

Although firefighters stopped the fire in its tracks and there was no structural damage, Kott’s office up
front sustained damages that will render it unusable for a while. The office sustained smoke and heat
damage. The ceilings had to be torn down to ensure that no fire spread there.

Kott sadly surveyed the damages with her husband at her side. “My stuff is a mess in there from the
water and smoke,” said Kott. “It’s overwhelming. Estimated damage is around $25,000 for contents and
repairs to the office walls and ceilings. Despite the damage, everyone was happy that there were no inju-
ries in the incident.

Kott plans to regroup and get back to the business of the Morse Code club in the Earhart Building office.
“Tlove this building. It has such a history. I enjoy being in here”



“Hadley and Elba firefighters spent a lot of extra time to make sure there was no fire extension to the
rest of the building as well as removing smoke from the facility,” said Hadley Township Fire Chief Kurt
Nass.

Other tenants of the building suffered no damage. Warren Design does custom metal work in space to-
ward the rear of the building. Building owner Jim Hebb also runs a custom staircase business in the the
last 20 years at the building. The bowstring construction makes for a risky fire attack.

We've been extremely lucky in each instance. The construction itself is associated with killing a lot of
firefighters due to collapse nationwide. We are very selective and aware of the dangers to our personnel
when we respond to this building,” said Nass.

Other tenants of the building suffered no damage. Warren Design does custom metal work in space
toward the rear of the building. Building owner Jim Hebb also runs a custom staircase business in the
facility. He was pleased with the fire department response.

“They did a fine job,” said Hebb of the firefighters. “Everybody’s safe.”

The Earhart Building dates back more than 100 years. Hadley Township historian Kent Copeman says -
that the building was originally built by Murray Phelps for a trucking company. It was later known as
the Neu Garage and then as Earhart’s Garage. The cement block and heavy-timber building has stood
the test of time. Nass said that this was the third fire in the last 20 years at the building. The bowstring
construction makes for a risky fire attack. “We've en extremely lucky in each instance. The construction
itself is associated with killing a lot of firefighters due to collapse nationwide. We are very selective and
aware of the dangers to our personnel when we respond to this building,” said Nass.

Nass noted that the quick action of the Warren Design workers was critical, saying, “If the other occu-
pant hadn’t discovered the smoke the building would have probably been lost.”

 ; WZ8C surveysthe damage to the ceiling which made quite a mess after
being torn down to check for “hot spots.” Heavy wet insulation covered the floor, cabinets and desks.



WELCOME TO THE NEW FISTS

Number
14610
14611
14612
14614
14615
14616
14617
14618
14619
14620
14621
14622
14623
14624
14625
- 14626
14627
14628
14629
14630
14631
14632
14633
14634
14635
14636
14637
14638
14639
14640
14641

14642
14643
14644
14645
14646
14647
14648
14649
14650
(club)
14651
14652
14653
14654
14655
14656
14657

Callsign  First QTH
WB3KAS JIM MD
NOTNG Phil MO
KD6HTN KATE CA
K7DJO JOHN uT
KA4IUO  JOHN SC
WOJMW  JEFF KS
KC7KZ ROD ID
W2RBA JOE NY
KK2Z KIRK TX
WI9EWZ  BOB IL
W3BI RICK PA
KJ4FXS JOHN FL
WA6PZB  Dan CA
KD8FVG  BRIAN MI
KK7S Chadd -~ WA
WAISLD GERRY MA
K5ZRK LARRY MS
WY7RM  ROLAND WY
NS8&N BRANDON OH
N6VNO CLAY CA
N3RC ROGER CA
K4TMN  Tom FL
VE3JLC Jim ON
KESOHV DOUG NM
KC7WYO RANDY UT
WBSTKI DOUG TX
W7CCA  CARL AZ
KoUJW BOB CO
AE4ANY RUSS GA
N4BYF JOSIE NM

KA6QWY FRED 1IN -
Sponsored by KORDS

WB4JWF JIM NC
W1IMZ. JUD RI
WAG6RSV PABLO CA
W2WB Jon NY
KN60OP DAVID CA
WB4QNI STEVE SC
N5KEX WATT TX
KASWWK PAUL OH

N3IQ ROVERS OF MARYLAND

KS8FQ JOSE MI

K8EXB DOUG Ml
W2AAB FRED NJ
K1PUB CHAS MA
KAOCSW Jim MN
KB7ZC] DAVID UT
WASIEX ROLAND TX

14658
14659
14660

14661
14662
14663
14664
14665
14666
14667
14668
14669
14670
14671
14672
14673

14674
14675
14676
14677
14678
14679
14680

14681
14682
14683
14684

14685
14686
14687
14688
14689
14690
14691

14692
14693
14694
14695
14696
14697
14698
14699

. 14700
INDIANA

14701
14702

KB5SKQ LOYS TX
NQ5ST GRANT TX
WG3D LOU DE sponsored by
N2RSD
KJ4aGOI REED VA
WA3MKC BRUCE MD
KC280U RONALD NJ
AF6PU JIM CA
KB7H Kenneth IL
KC5CDY Rose IL
KESNYZ SAMUEL TX
K6TT Phil CA
W4UHE Bill FL
W7JZE  BILL CA
KB2SMZ DONALD NY
KJ4IQT NILES SC
KCODD JIM 1A -
Sponsored by K3IWWP
SWL DAVID MN
SWL ETHAN MN
SWL ELISABETH MN
K5PJM  Paul MS
WDSIYT JIM TX
AJ4EY DODSON VA
N2NBJ  JAMES NY -

Sponsored by N2WDV
AATLG BOB WA
K7RYO TAP WA
K9BDR Gary IL

NOSSS ADAM TX
Sponsored by W6DDB/KASHFN

AA4AE  Frank TN

K7WPM John AZ

W8VVE Sam WV

W2BY Mike NJ

KA3RNW MARK MD

WT60 Jerry UT

WDS5SFOI JOHN TX-
Sponsored by KSBZH

WILW JAY IN

KE5SSCG SCOTT TX

NE6RD Michael CA

K3FSV Lawrence TX

N60OSB  Gabriel CA

KC9HBA BOB WI

WZ3B JOE GA

WASGRI JIM MI

K9WJU  GOSHEN ARC CALL#1 -

SPONSOR - KBOIMLE

ILAN MD

WILLIAM PA

KB3TDF
K3RYA




14703
14704
14705
14706
14707
14708
14709
14710
14711

14712
14713
14714
14715

14716
14717
14718
14719
14720
14721
14722
14723
14724

14725
14726
14727
14728
14729

14730
14731
14732
14733

14734
14735
14736
14737

14738
14739

14740
14741
14742
14743
14744
14745

N6MUK Paul CA
KBOROC Carlos MN

K5YBX RICHARD TX
N4NUI Jay UT
KI4NEC HERB KY
KDS8MTY James MI

N71) John WA

KONWT Newt GA
KI4ZXZ  Joe NC
Sponsored by AC7ZL
KC9PKW JERRY IN
N5TJH TODD TX
NMSS - Alan NM
K3CB OWEN MD -

Sponsored by AA9LS
N6RBT BOB CA
KF5CSO DAN TX

KASHDE CHUCK MN
WASEOD RICHARD OK
KOIX STEVE MN
WIBE CHAN-SOO CT
WIHE HYUN-SOO CT

ND3F Brian MD
K7SDW  GREGORY CA -
Sponsored by WB2FXK

AF6N JIM CA
K6EF MARK CA

KM7SM OTIS ID
KESKBZ BILL AR
W6KEN KEN CA -
Sponsored by N6RNP
VE3MHY RICHARD ON
NQ3wW GEORGE MD
AG8K JAMES MS
KD4UKW ANDY GA -
Sponsored by K3IWWP
W5DHM DAVID IN

KFSEUJ  Gerry LA

K2THB TOM NJ

N1AO DONALD ME -
Sponsored by WUIE

KOHNC Charles KS
KI1ULF Uif CT-
Sponsored by WUIE

WBOFDJ  Clarence  MN
W/TMD TOM 1D
ADSGX MATT CA

KDSRMA Alicia CA
KD4WGY Joshua NV
AF6NY JUSTIN CA

14746

14747
14748
14749

14750

14751
14752
14753
14754
14755
14756
14757

14758
14759
14760
14761
14762
14763
14764
14765
14766
14767

14768
14769
14770
14771
14772
14773
14774
14775
14776

14777
14778

14779
14780
14781
14782
14783
14784

14785

14786
14787

IN

NY6J BOB IN -
Sponsored by KCIQHK

KB6CWO ALLAN CA

KE7YTE TOM AZ

K3MMO LYNN PA -
Sponsored by N3IJR

K9TSM GOSHEN ARC CALL#2

Sponsored by KBOMLE

KFSEID LOUIS LA
K3RNK HAROLD PA
KP4AGW Angel PA

ACOPR MICHAEL ND
WIOV GARY TX
KC2UQA Ira NJ
KF7IBY  ROBERT MT -
Sponsored by NW7US
N7FCF JIM WA
KC4QJE Jery GA

ACBAP Alan OH
K1PJS Peter NH
WD7F John AZ

WA4RG RICK GA
KBITSU JENNIFER MA
K601 Theodore CA

N4KS KEN FL
W40JX Chuck LA -

Sponsored by W5NVK
KESZZN JAKE TX
W4AG STAN NC
KZ5DX RICKY FL
N7HRO DENNIS WY
K4LJF FRED VA
NIJ5SN CHRIS TX
AB9GW  MATTHEW = AK
NS4Q LARRY AL
K8HW DAVE MI -

Sponsored by WB2FXK

WA3HOO BOB MD
KT9N CHRIS VA
Sponsored by NC4S
K5KMR KEN TX
VA3GRL MIKE ON
KC4VLM WALT SC
KB4FZE ROBERT SC
KBITBE GEORGE ME
KESIDR JEANNE NM -
Sponsored by WB4YXD
N4SEG STEVE  GA-
Sponsored by KG4FXG
WOEJ BILL PA
W6PJB Patrick CA



14788

14789

14794
14795
14796
14797
14798
14799
14900

14901

14902
14903
14904
14905
14906
14907
14908
14909
14910
14911
14912
14913

14914
14915
14916
14917
14918

14919
14920
14921
14922

14923
14924
14925
14926
14927
14928
14929
14930
14931
14932
14933
14934
14935

WA6BXV JERRY CA-
Sponsored by W6DDB

K5RFH RENE AR-
Sponsored by WB4YXD

K4FP Sandy FL

KDOBGZ  Frederick TX

VE3HED HERMAN ON

K1.2ZZ James AK

NSEP Steve IL

KF7BYU JOHN WA

KE5TRB = Oak Forest ARC TX
Sponsored by NSDWI

ABSRE JOE TX
Sponsored by W6DDB

KDSFIP FRANK MI
KI6YWX  Lewis CA

K8YSV Jeff OH

WSIOO JIM TX

K7TKT BRIAN ID

W7BAL BOB AZ

WV7TW BOB WV

VEIBWG BRUCE NS

NOMN RICH SD
NOIWC Dick KS

W2VT RICH NY
WA6TOJ DUANE CA
N6RKX JOHN CA

W2EFM  Phil NY

VA2ZIG Claude-Sebastien QC

KB3QCX TOM DE

KA4KSB WILLIAM NC
Sponsored by N2ESE

N3ES EARL. DC

K3TX DAVE PA

K1HKF JERRY ME

KG4DFC JAMES AL
Sponsored by KASHFN

K4FH CHRIS GA

W6JMP GENE CA

WS8IRA JEFF  OH W2QIJH
KJ4AUVE DOC TN
A2l BILL NJ

KG8JK DIRK MI
WB4WXD JEFF TX

WA4SIG KERRY TN
KB9BZX KEN IN
N2PKP PAIGE NJ
K8RDN BOB MI
K8SJp JAMES VA
W2KM WILL VA

14936
14937
14938
14939
14940

14941
14942
14943
14944
14945
14946
14947
14948
14949
14951
14952
14953
14954
14955
14956
14957
14958
14959
14960
14961
14962

14963
14964
14965
14966

14967
14968
14969
14970
14971
14972
14973
14974
14975
14976
14977
14978
14979
14980
14981
14982
14983
14984
14985

N8ZQ PAUL OH
WA3ZBU DONNA OH
KJ4UY LARRY FL
KC8ZKD WALTER OH
KI6SN RICHARD CA
Sponsored by WZ8C
WS7L CARL OR
K9BWE JERRY IL
NOFV DONALD MO
WBOVHF PAULETTE WI
KFSDRG DOC OK
WBSDQT Ralph MI
KJ6BVV ~ BILL CA

KI510 Nolan TX

N4RNI Antonios  MI
AF6PI Gregory CA
NF6Q SETH CA
KB7L TOM NC
KI1QW Laurence MA
KO7vV Ronald OR
KOFLT LARRY IL
KU4BL Brian AL
KBITTE Sandor MA
KJ6DCL  MARTIN CA
KICF WAYNE NH
KG5RJ GREG TX
WAOABG ORVILLE MN
Sponsored by N5SUM

N3PDT Doug MO
KC4GE David FL
KB3TZB MORGAN MD
WA4DXR ERNIE TN
Sponsored by AC5P
WD9BB CHUCK WI
AF6TH GREGORY CA
K9ING BOB TX
KD7KVW NORM AZ

WR4U RICH KY
KN1Y Mitch CA
K4FYM ALLEN GA
WZ6G BILL CA

W6GIJI Ed TX
KCSBEZ Brett TX

K6DNR BOB CA
N7HRK RICK MT
N4KGL KEN FL
KC9RXI TOM WI

NINEG Ken NH
N5SZWF Jonathan TX
NIAJ RICK FL
WA4FNG MILT GA
WBSVAL BOB IN



14986
14987
14988

14989
14990
14991
14992

14993
14994
14995
14996
14997
14998
14999
15301
15302
15303
15304
15305
15306
15307
15308
15309
15310
15311
15312
15313
15314
15315

15316
15317
15318
15319
15320

15321
15322

15323
15324
15325
15326
15327

15328
15329
15330
15331

K5MQ Dave LA
N4HO Glenn FL
WA40TD LEROY IN
Sponsored by K4UK
K8AIl BOB MI
WAQUSA  Victor FL

WSEEG Roy TX

WB2LQF STAN NY
Sponsored by K3WWP
N7HF DON AZ
AE2CS CHARLEY NY
WA2CG William  NJ
AB1II Jay MA
WIJAV Jared IN
NX1P Paula OR
KA7PKG MATT AZ
ACOMP RICHARD MO
KF6VCI Chris
NZ0OD CHARLIE MO
"K5HP David TX
KK7D JOE NV
K2RS JACK CT
KBIUAL NEIL ME
KDOKKW MIKE KS
W4NPD PAUL FL
KE7WYS BRIAN UT
K5KKV JAMES MN
N9OZW Patrick IN
KBIUTK Paul MA
K7DAA Dave CA
KD6NB Paul CA
Sponsored by AAILS
KF4JHU  Gary FL
KC2QLA JOSEPH NJ
KF7TAMB DOUG MT
W30DJ RICH MD
WA2KBZ  Karl MO

Sponsored by K9ZTV/NOSS

KC8ElJ CHARLES NC
W2DEC URB NIJ
Sponsored by W2HTI
KJ6M JOHN CA
KCOLIF Kent IL
KKS5J BOB OK
WOWKS KIRK NC
WBOIYC SCOTTY MO
Sponsored by WONLA
WOHKP RON MO
ACORG DEL CO
AK9A BOB WI
HK3CQ Juan Rodriguez ~ FL

Sponsored by AA9LS

153328  HK3CW'! ROB ' *FL
15333 KE7LKW  Stewart WA
15334 KB2BAA JOHN NIJ
15335  W4PAH JOHN NC
15336 WIWMG THOM ME
15337 KBIHNZ TIM ME
15338 KC2ZBZ DON NY

Sponsored by WB2FXK
15339 KB2YTM CHARLIE PA
15340 KDOGLN JIM IA

Cody, KC2LSD, FISTS
#11793 was invited to oper-
ate at ARRL HQ this past
Field Day. Here’s a shot

of him operating in studio
#1, wearing his FIST logo
shirt. The FISTS certificate
was hanging just over the
radio. He and his riend Pete

KC2PJH were asked if we
would like to operate FD
from the ARRL. Carl reports
that it was a joy and honor.
He did all my operating on
15, 40 CW and 80 meter
phone.



On The Cover - The FISTS QSL Bureau

We are very grateful to the QSL Bureau and ap-
preciate the fine job they are doing. The Bureau
is one more example of our volunteers “behind
the scenes” who may not get credit for all they
do to make FISTS a premiere CW club. If you
hear them on the air, be sure to say Thanks!

The following is a synopsis of the Bureau
by Stan Reas, K4UK

Since November 1997, members of the
Franklin County Amateur Radio Club of
Virginia have provided the World Wide
QSL service for the International Morse
Preservation Society, better known as the
FISTS CW Club.

Presently the eight members include:

Riley, K4ORD - handles the "1" calls
Dick, KIHEL - handles the "2" calls
Harry, KA3NZR - handles the "3" calls

Stan, K4UK - handles the "4", "VE" &

"DX" calls

Frank, K4HOA - handles the "5" & "8"

calls

JJ, WAEIE - handles the "6" calls

~ Buddy, W4YE - handles the "7" & "0"
~calls ‘

Fran, KI4ZND - handles the "9" calls

In nearly 13 years the Bureau has handled
400,145 cards. Until this year, members
were requested to send SASEs to the Bu-
reau.

On January 1, 2010 we began a New Ap-
proach and don't require members to send
SASE's but simply provide us cash or

.

checks or stamps and we will prepare en-
velopes with the "Forever" stamp on each
of them.

The envelopes will be #10 business size
and the "Forever" stamp on it will handle
one ounce which is normally 7 cards. We
will print out labels per the address that
Nancy Kott, WZ8C, has sent us that we
have in our members list.

Based on present postage rates the amount
deducted for each envelope will be 50
cents. This covers the cost -of the envelope,
the label and the "Forever" stamp.

For those members who have previously
donated money or stamps to the QSL Bu-
reau, we will use these donations to make
envelopes when we use their last one to
mail cards.

We will continue doing that until the value
of the donation is used up.

The Bureau web site <www.fistsburo.org>
provides information about who uses the
Bureau and the status of cards and enve-
lopes we have on hand for them.The "Bu-
reau Use Search" provides a fast method
to determine whether a member uses the
Bureau or whether the member QSL's di-
rect only or whether the member does not
QSL at all.

The "Bureau Status Search" provides a
method for members to find out the number
of cards and envelopes we have on hand for
them here at the Bureau. 73, Stan



FISTS BOYWH UNDBER
FISTS) Fetgletter — Becember 2010

W Editor & QSL Manager for ZL: Nigel Hardy, ZL2TX,
P.0O. Box 15078, Otaki Railway, Otaki 5543, New Zealand. - Tel: 06-364-6339

Newsletter Distribution & QSL Manager for VK: Chris Thompson, VK2CTN,
P O Box 65, Dickson, ACT 2602, Australia. — Tel: 02-6249-1015

Membership/Awards Liaison: Ralph Sutton, ZL2AOH, 12¢ Herbert Gardens,
186 The Terrace, Wellington 6011, New Zealand. Tel: 0-4-473-0847. Fax: 0-4-473-0848

QSL Manager for ZL6FF: Nigel Hardy, ZL2TX at address above.
QSL Manager for VK2FDU: Chris Thompson VK2CTN at address above

Address e-mails for all persons above to:
<fists-down-under@ihug.co.nz>
Web site —: <www.fistsdownunder.org>

SUGGESTED FISTS CLUB CALLING FREQUENCIES

1.808 MHz (160m) — 3.528 MHz (80m) — 7.028 MHz (40m) — 10.118 MHz (30m) -
14.058 MHz (20m) - 18.085 MHz (17m) — 21.058 MHz (15m) — 24.918 MHz (12m) — 28.058 MHz (10m)

Members are reminded that the above frequencies are suggested calling frequencies. If they are busy, it is suggested that once
you establish contact with a station, it may be prudent to change frequency down the band, avoiding other calling frequencies
of known clubs.

NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome VK3KX-Derek Dakwins #14125. Derek is from Vermont South, Victoria. Vermont South
- is'a suburb, 20 km east from Melbourne’s central business district. It has a population of 11,485. Derek writes: -

" Finally | am getting back into Amateur Radio after 25 years of inactivity caused by the usual excuses; young family
and busy career. | have been licensed since 1974 and | am very pleased to be able to hold the call sign of a famous
Victorian amateur, Ron Tandy, who was first licensed in 1931. More on Ron - another time!

Although | passed my CW test way back then, | have rarely used it on air. You can only spend so much time
practicing on Rufz and Morse Runner, so now its time to get serious. Hope to catch you on air soon. 73 Derek"

Also we welcome VK3KAA- Keith Ayton #14126 who resides in Tottenham, Victoria. Tottenham is a suburb 9km
west of Melbourne. Tottenham is mostly an industrial suburb, with many industrial businesses located therein.




DOWN UNDER MEMBERS’ NEWS

Congratulations to ZL3REX-Rex #9640 who has just achieved DXCC status. We do not hold that information on the FISTS Down
Under data base, so we don’t know how many of our members have gained their DXCC status.

Thanks to ZL1MH-Mike #9038 for including a generous donation when renewing his membership
Redcliffe and District Amateur Radio Club ZL4RC #9626 reports regularly in WIA News that is distributed weekijly.

You can subscribe to the newsletter by going to _http://lists.wia.org.au/mailman/listinfo/vk 1wia-news - You will notice
that VK3PC-Jim #9679 is a prolific contributor to the WIA News.

TRAWLING THE WEB

Morse Key Parade -http://www.gsl.net/dl1hge/cw/0 parade/2 parade.html

All you wanted to know about the allocation of UK amateur radio call signs -
http://lwww.electronics-radio.com/articles/ham radio/call-signs/uk-amateur-radio-callsigns.php

IARU Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur - http://www.iaru.org/Eth-operating-EN-iaru-SITE-1july2008.pdf

History of the Morse Telegraph — http://www.gsl.net/d/dI1hge/cw/0 parade/2 parade all.html

MORSE EXPRESS CHRISTMAS KEY FOR 2010

Once again we feature the latest addition to the Christmas Keys collection

Morse Express has commissioned its tenth annual Christmas Key.
The 2010 Christmas Key is a precision miniature key made by GHD Keys, incorporating traditional Japanese craftsmanship along
with GHD's impeccable engineering.
In keeping with GHD's larger keys, the Morse Express 2010 Christmas Key is
fully adjustable, with precision pin bearings at the trunnion, miniature binding
posts, comfortable knob, and perfect balance. The contacts are hard-silver
and the finish is a deep, polished chrome plate.
The distinctive oval base is heavily chromed steel, providing for substantial
weight and stability. The knob is hand-turned mahogany. GHD's Toshihiko
Ujiie combines modern and traditional techniques to produce a miniature key
that will be equally at home in the radio shack, in the field, or decorating a
Christmas tree.
The 2010 key weighs a noticeable 2.3 ounces, and in operation it has a
surprisingly solid feel, making it unusually comfortable to use for a miniature
key.
Each key has a label with “Christmas 2010” and the key’s unique serial
number. The 2010 Christmas key will add something special to straight key
operations through the Holiday season and the US Straight Key Night.

This is a limited edition of 150 keys at a price of $US 89.95 (plus s/h) available from Morse Express -

http://www.mtechnologies.com/xmas/




UK FISTS INAUGURATES A NEW ACTIVITY

The Four Seasons Activity 2011 (NOT A CONTEST!) Northern hemisphere seasons!

Winter Season 1st jan-31st March Spring Season 1st April-30th June
Summer Season 1st July-30th Sept Autumn Season 1st Oct-31st December

Bands: HF: 160/80/40/30/20/17/15/12/10m-VHF: 6/2/70cm
Mode: W

Times: NONE

Score: 1 point per 5minute QSO duration

E)iample: QSO duration 0-4min = 0 point

QSO duration 5-9 min = 1 point

QSO duration 10-14 min = 2 points

FISTS members = Double points

Limitations: Not more than a 30 minute QSO - Not more than 90 minutes QSO Duration with the same station per
month

Monthly by the 7th to inciude:

DATE, START TIME, END TIME, CALL, BAND, RPRT, NAME, POINTS
Via Email: mObpt (at) yahoo.co.uk. Excel, CSV, Tabbed word format, Open Office if possible please.
Surface mail: R.D.Walker. 87A Whitehall Road, West Bromwich. B700HG., United Kingdom

Power Class A: QRO. - (Up to your countries legal limit. Please be aware of band-plans regarding QRP centres of
activity!)
Class B: QRP 5 Watts maximum output from the Transmitter.

General: Each Season is a separate activity, this means that scores are not carried over!
Contacts made during other FISTS Activities can be used in the FSA!

This activity has been designed to be leisurely with contacts being of quality rather than quantity!
Entrants are respectfully reminded to match the speed wherever possibie of their QSO Partner!

Awards: Seasonal certificates will be awarded to the entrant in each class with the most points after each session.
A “GOLD AWARD” Certificate will be awarded to the entrant in each class who has amassed the most points during the activity

at the end of the year.

Separate awards issued for each chapter of FISTS. i.e. FISTS EU; NA; DU; and EA Endorsed accordingly.



MORE RABAUL RAMBLINGS

By Syd Sutherland, ZL1BRS #9013

My previous article in our newsletter about Rabaul may have given the impression that life for an Expat Radio Officer at the H24
Radio Coast Station P2R was mostly just shift work, however occasionally a welcome invitation to a social function was received
from a local shipping agent.

The stations twice daily Radio Telephone schedules had regular communication with small ships that were operated by the
business arms of the Anglican, Catholic and Seventh Day Adventist churches as well as by old established businesses such as
Burns Philp whose vessels were named Bursea and Burwave etc.

One such invitation | received was from the Coastal Shipping Company, Pty. Ltd of Rabaul to celebrate the arrival and
commissioning of their then new vessel M.V. BRITT ANN, by the Honourable Premier for E.N.B. Province, Ronald Jones M.P.

Photo Below Left: - The Official Invitation Photo Below Right: - The new coastal vessel “BRITT ANN”

FOR SALE / OFFERS REQUIRED

Morsum Magnificat - The Morse Magazine (19 Copies) June 1998 to July 2001 all in good /
new condition. Original Cost GB Pounds 2.50 Each. Mail at Cost (Parcel Post) to the
Purchaser.

QST Magazines — March 2002 to October 2004 (25 Copies) in Brand New Condition plus 2
Brand New Official Radio Log Books. Mail at Cost (Parcel Post) to the Purchaser.
Offers for the above to: -
Syd Sutherland, ZL1BRS,
27, Prosser Street,
Green Island,
DUNEDIN 9018,
NEW ZEALAND.
Telephone (03) 488-2273



FISTS DOWN UNDER QSL BUREAU

The QSL Bureau cleared all QSL cards on hand to members on the 18" November 2010. Cards for
overseas members were posted to their respective Managers using the Economy Air Rates to keep costs
to a minimum, for this free service. They should arrive prior to Christmas.

FISTS DOWN UNDER NEWSLETTER

Remember this is your newsletter!

Your articles, stories, photographs and items of interest are always needed by your Editor. Once again there will be
a prize for the best article received during the coming year ending MAY 2011.

For the Runner Up, there will also be a Special Award of a FREE Subscription for one year to FISTS Down Under.
Articles and Photographs may be submitted be either e-mail or post. Those submitted by post will be returned to the
sender once dealt with. Our addresses are in the newsletter header — please use them!

Please think about it!

Start writing now!

MERBP CHRISTMAS

This is our last issue for 2010. We will be taking an editorial break and the next issue will appear for February 2011.

We wish all our members and readers worldwide, their families and friends a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year of good health and peace. May the propagation gods treat us kindly in 2011

Very 73 de the whole team -wgdZLZTX, Cheds vkacT and Mﬁ. ZL2AOH
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